Intimal thickening in arterial autografts. Role of the adventitial layer.
In the present work, the repairing response of the iliac arterial wall is studied after carrying out autografts in segments of these vessels. The formation of the intimal hyperplasia, which occurred in all the cases, was followed at the biochemical level (tritium thymidine incorporation) and with light and electron microscopy. The adventitial layer showed great activity during the repairing process. We believe that it plays an important role not only in neoadventitial formation, but also in myointimal raising.